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“Lily Afshar is a guitarist
of the highest order”

Classical Guitar Magazine (2002)



Known around the world for her powerful and adventurous
performances, Lily Afshar is fulfilling Andres Segovia’s prediction that
she would become “a beautiful celebrity.” She has performed as
soloist with numerous orchestras and premiered works to sold out
halls in Europe, Asia, North and South America, Central America,
Africa and Australia. England’s Classical Guitar summed up a recent
performance with one word: “Stunning.” The Washington Post
labelled her onstage execution as “impeccable.” 

Most recently, Lily was honoured with the 2000 Orville H. Gibson
Award for Best Female Classical Guitarist in Los Angeles. Her other
performance awards include the Top Prize in the Guitar Foundation
of America Competition, Grand Prize in the Aspen Music Festival
Guitar Competition and First Prizes in both the Music Teachers’
National Association and the American String Teachers’ Association
guitar competitions. She also received the Tennessee Arts
Commission Individual Artist Fellowship Award in Music, and the
National Endowment for the Arts Recording Award. 

Born in Tehran, Lily was 10 years old when she began learning the
guitar. She graduated with a Bachelor of Music and a Master of Music
in guitar performance from the Boston Conservatory of Music and the
New England Conservatory of Music. At Florida State University, Lily
became the first woman in the world to gain a Doctorate of Music in
guitar performance. She was selected to play for Maestro Andres Segovia
in his master classes held at the University of Southern California. 

Currently, Lily serves as head of the University of Memphis guitar
programme where she received the 2000 Board of Visitors Eminent
Faculty Award. Lily regularly conducts master classes in conjunction
with her touring. Her latest recording, “Possession,” was released in
2002. Her previous recordings of “24 Caprichos de Goya, Op. 195” by
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco and “A Jug of Wine and Thou” were
released on Summit Records. They are available at
www.archer-records.com. Her Five Popular Persian Ballads are
published by Mel Bay Editions, Inc.

Tickets: £16, £14, £12, £10 all bookable in advance from Wigmore Hall Box
Office 020 7935 2141. Box Office Hours Mon - Sat: 10am - 8.30pm.
Sun: 10.30am - 6pm. Days without concerts Mon - Fri: 10am - 5pm
No advance booking during the half hour prior to performance.
Telephone Bookings Mon - Sat: 10am - 7pm. Sun: 10.30am - 5pm. There is a
£1.50 administration charge for each telephone transaction, which includes the
return of your tickets by first class post if time permits. Credit Cards MasterCard,
Visa, American Express, Diners, JCB, Switch & Solo (minimum £6).

Online Bookings www.wigmore-hall.org.uk. There is no administration charge
for online bookings. Only MasterCard and Visa are accepted online.
Postal Bookings Please make cheques payable to Wigmore Hall and add an
administration charge of £1, tickets will then be sent out by first class post.
Booking Opens to Friends on 18 January, to Mailing List Subscribers on 25 January
and to the General Public on 1 February.

Facilities for Disabled People:
Full details from 020 7935 2141

Concert Management: Lisa Peacock – 020 7602 1416
Graphic Design and Printing: DPWH Designs – 07949 238416

Reviews of her CD “Possession” (Archer Records)

“What a refreshing recording”
– Guitarra Magazine (2002)

“Uncommonly provocative … stunning”
– Guitar Review (2003)

“One of the world’s foremost classical guitarists”
– Public Radio International, The World (2002)

Programme
Leo Brouwer Un Dia de Noviembre 

Reza Vali Gozaar (Calligraphy No.5)
(2003)* – World premiere 

Carlo Domeniconi Koyunbaba, Op.19 (1985)

Morteza Neydavood Traditional Persian Song:
Morgh-eh-Sahar (Bird of Dawn)
(performance on Seh-Tar)

Gary Eister Fantasia on Morgh-eh-Sahar*
(2004) – World premiere

Interval

Kamran Ince MKG Variations (2001)
Arr. Ms Afshar – London Premiere

Dusan Bogdanovic Omar’s Fancy (1994)*

M. Castelnuovo-Tedesco
From 24 Caprichos de Goya,
Op.195 (1961)
El Sueno de la Razon

Produce Monstruos
Quien Mas Rendido?

Joaquin Rodrigo Invocation et Danse (1973)
(Hommage a Manuel de Falla) 

Isaac Albeniz Sevilla

* Written for Ms Afshar


