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and inclusive translation of the Quran from its classical Arabic into
contemporary English. Most of the 17 English translations | had seen
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That encouragement to learn has spanned
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classical Quranic grammar, taught Islam at
the Lutheran School of Theology (part of the
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Indian Muslim who represented British India on the world stage. Another
popular translation is by (Mohammed) Marmaduke William Pickthall, a
famous English writer and Muslim convert. Could it be that the issue
wasn't one of academic rigor but related to my gender instead?

| also wasn't surprised when people asked me if mine was a "feminist"
translation of the Quran. Actually, it is the translation of a "spiritual
advocate" (fatat in Arabic). A spiritual advocate is someone who rises
above gender issues seeking fairness and justice for all, constantly
striving for the sake of others and struggling to replace vices like
jealousy, greed, lust and anger with virtues of mercy, compassion and
forgiveness.

My vision, ultimately, is to see my database used by publishers
throughout the world, so that other translators can go through the same

process | did to bring the Quran fully into their own language and culture.

Then we shall have the resources for a true, cross-cultural
understanding of Islam. And we shall, | hope, have a better basis for
understanding each other, Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

Laleh Bakhtiar is a former lecturer at the University of Chicago. Her
translation of the Quran from classical Arabic to contemporary English
will be in bookstores this week.
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